Driving safely around trucks

Many young drivers, who are either learning to drive or
are Provisional (P) licence holders aren’t always taught
how to drive safely around trucks.

Here are three top tips to remember the next time you
are on the road and encounter a truck.

Turning

Truck drivers often need to take up more than one lane
to turn at corners, intersections and roundabouts.

This can turn into a dangerous situation if other drivers
aren’t providing enough space. A truck driver might not
be able to see you next to them and you could collide
with a truck as it turns.

Top Tip Number One: Don’t drive past or overtake a

turning truck. If a truck is in the middle lane, leave two
lanes either side or just hang back!

Leave two lanes for
trucks when turning

Stopping

Trucks take a lot longer to slow down and stop than cars.
If truck drivers need to brake hard behind you, you may
cause them to swerve, lose control or crash.

Top Tip Number Two: When pulling in front of a truck,
give them 3 to 4 times more space than you would a car!
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Overtaking

It can be frustrating to be “stuck” behind a truck, but
being patient could save a life!

Top Tip Number Three: Wait for a dedicated overtaking
lane or long stretch of road where you have a clear view
ahead, then indicate and overtake quickly to reduce the
time you’re in a truck’s blind spot. Only pull back in
when you can see a truck’s headlights in your rear-view
mirror.

Patience is critical
when overtaking a truck

Don’t #uck With A Truck was created by the National
Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) to improve young
drivers’ awareness and education of how to drive safely
around trucks.

For more information:

Visit: www.nhvr.gov.au/dontmuckwithatruck

*Standard 1300 call charges apply. Please check with your phone provider.
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