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Driving a bus is very different to driving a car and it’s
important that nominated driver(s) are aware of the
safety and legal requirements.

If you’re hiring a bus, your actions or inactions can
have a profound effect on road safety and it’s your
responsibility to ensure the safety of your passengers
and other roads users and comply with the Heavy
Vehicle National Law (HVNL). Detailed within this
guide are some simple and effective measures that
you can take to properly prepare for your journey and
help keep you and everyone else safe.
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If you're the nominated bus driver(s), you are responsible for
getting your passengers to their destination safely.

Below are some recommendations to assist you with safely
completing your journey:

Before You Drive

Ensure you have the correct licence to operate the bus - if
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While You Drive:

unsure, please check with the bus hire business or the local
road authority.

Plan your journey and ensure regular rest breaks are
scheduled in accordance with the law or if feeling fatigued
to ensure the safety of your passengers.

If the bus is travelling over 100km’s from its origin with a
GVM over 4.5t and seats more than 12 adults (including the
driver) - you need to carry and complete a National Driver
Work Diary.

Conduct a pre-trip check to ensure the vehicle’s registration
is up to date and the tyres, lights, fluid levels, fluid leaks and
other safety equipment is working properly.

Make sure you’re well rested and fit to drive. & @
Never drive under the influence of alcohol, “EI

4
medication or other drugs.

Scan QR code for more
Work Diary information

Under the Heavy Vehicle National Law there are specific rules
for how long you can drive without a break. If you're feeling

fatigued, take a rest - whether it’s planned or not.

If the bus requires a work diary, make accurate records of
your work and rest - these are mandatory.

Do not engage in any unnecessary discussions / activities
with passengers.

Ensure passengers are wearing their seat belts.

After You Drive:

Inspect bus upon arrival at your final destination and report
any mechanical faults or issues to the bus hire company.
Ensure your driving records are up-to-date and accurate.
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