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11:00 - 11:05 Welcome Todd Wellard

11:05 - 11:50 Pre-approvals for key routes Ben Anderson

11:50 - 12:00 QNA All

Session format
• QnA (end and in chat)
• Please mute microphones
• Session recorded and will be emailed with slides
• Please watch in order as designed to build on knowledge



SLGAAP - Stay connected

Running footer / Document Title 5

Visit the SLGAAP Website to keep updated with 
all of the project news and progress.
https://nhvr.engagementhub.com.au 

E: roadassetproject@nhvr.gov.au



Pre-approvals for key routes
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Learning outcomes

• Guiding principles for granting access

• Pre-approvals & how they assist Road 
Managers in responding to consents

• Methods for determining key routes

• Completing the pre-approvals form



Guidelines for Granting Access
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• The Approved Guidelines for Granting 
Access contains high-level guidance and clarity on 
aspects of heavy vehicle access decision making 
under the HVNL. 

• The HVNL requires that road managers, road 
authorities and the NHVR must 'have regard to' 
these guidelines when making access decisions.

• The Guidelines are available from the NHVR’s 
website under the LGA ‘Resources’ section
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What is a pre-approval
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• Pre-Approvals are a written statement of Road Manager 
consent that applies to a vehicle category, instead of a 
specific permit application/vehicle.

• Objectives are to:
– Streamline processes,
– Reduce administrative burden, and
– Reduce turnaround times for NHVR and road managers

• May pre-approve:
– an inclusive list of roads
– an area, with or without excluded structures/roads

• Subject to regular review, may be withdrawn or 
amended

• Flexible duration
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Growth in Pre-approvals
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2020–21 2019–20 2018–19 2017–18 2016–17 2015–16 2014–15

State/territory Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

Total
Impacted 

road 
managers

ACT 14 1 13 1 13 1 10 1 1 1 5 1 3 1
NSW 1113 122 783 112 641 97 588 92 43 30 409 87 227 69
QLD 622 67 537 67 392 58 414 77 47 31 230 71 72 28
SA 361 50 303 49 350 49 273 46 1 1 91 22 80 23
TAS 102 23 120 28 125 28 119 29 45 25 113 32 50 24
VIC 750 84 596 85 595 85 621 84 47 40 278 70 216 51
Total 2962 347 2352 342 2,116 318 2,025 329 1,669 128 1,126 283 648 196



Pre-approved routes
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Routes that should be pro-actively considered for pre approval:
• Roads in industrial areas
• Access routes connecting approved routes or State controlled roads to:

• Construction sites
• Ports
• Mining/heavy industry sites
• Major infrastructure such as power 
stations
• Heavy haulage, crane, construction 
equipment depots

• Suppliers and manufacturers of large 
equipment/items
• Feedlots, abattoirs
• Silos, railhead



Methods for determining key routes

14

• Requests direct from 
industry to LGAs

• Permit applications
• Building development 

applications
• Industry Associations

• Requests for permit 
consent (Portal)

• Detailed reporting and 
analysis on permit 
application trends

• Key Freight Routes
• LGA regional forums/ 

webinars 

• Route assessments
• Gov grants and state 

classification of roads
• Asset assessments 

(SLGAAP)
• Analysis of permit 

consents (Portal)
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Downloading and completing the Pre-approval form
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Recapping the main points

• Road managers should have regard to the 
Approved Guidelines when providing a 
response to access consent requests 

• Pre-approvals are a valuable tool to help 
reduce the administrative burden on LGAs

• Determine key routes based on usage/ permit 
volumes

• Remember to tick the SLGAAP checkbox when 
completing the pre-approvals form
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Questions?

All past webinars are 
available online here:

https://nhvr.engagementhub.com.au/page/
slgaap-road-manager-webinars
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